
 
 

Year 3 Topic Friday Medium Term Learning Journey 

Spring 2020 

Topic Best of the Ages – Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. 
 

Educational visits/visitors The British Museum  

Focus text The First Drawing by Mardicai Gerstein  Links with other subjects English, History, D&T 
 

Key vocabulary D&T: design, research, develop, investigate, analyse, generate, 
tools, equipment, effectiveness, cutting, shaping, joining, 
finishing. 
Art: sketch 

Key vocabulary History: Battle Axe, Iron Sickle, Spears, choppers, Flanged Axe, plowshare, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron 
Age, pre-historic, timeline, artefact, archaeologist,  
Geography: land, human feature, physical feature,  

Focus 
artists/designer 

No specific artist but taking inspiration from designs from the 
Stone Age, Bronze and Iron Age.  

  

 

Subject  Focus  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

History  
 

 
 

Changes in 
Britain from 
the Stone 
Age to the 
Iron Age. 

Launch Week 
- Look at History from 
last term – Where 
does it fit in? Where 
were the dinosaurs? 
- Look at own 
timelines from last 
term – add in Stone 
Age, Bronze Age, 
Iron Age.  
- Read the story UG. 
Re-tell through 
Drama. Ask…How 
historically accurate 
do you think this 
story is? 
- Complete a what do 
you know/ want to 
know sheet.  

Explain chn will 
learn about 3 
historical ages then 
pick their favourite 
and argue in a 
debate for their 
favourite. 

STONE AGE 
Quick overview: 
- Who were they? 
- Where were they? 
- What did they 

create? 
- What did they not 

have? 
 
How they lived 
(including hunting): 

STONE AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inventions 

STONE AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What evidence do 
we have that they 
existed?  

TRIP one day this 
week. 
 
BRONZE AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 How they lived 
(including hunting): 

BRONZE AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inventions 

BRONZE AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What evidence do 
we have that they 
existed? 

IRON AGE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How they lived 
(including hunting): 

IRON AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inventions 

IRON AGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What evidence do 
we have that they 
existed? 

BATTLE OF THE 
AGES – Hold a 
debate where 
children argue for 
their favourite Age. 
Dressing up in 
character, giving 
reasons for their 
favourite Age in 
pre-history.  

 

Art & Design 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 
 
 

 
 
 

Technique: 
 
Outcome: 
 
D&T Focus – 
Art Focus in 
Autumn  

 Draw a historical 
tool pulling on skills 
from last term  

  Draw a historical 
tool pulling on skills 
from last term 

  Draw a historical 
tool pulling on skills 
from last term 

    

Geography 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Historical focus but pull out relevant geographical language linked to human and physical features.  
Make it clear that if the humans were living in a cave then they were living in a physical feature of the world but 
when they started making their own buildings these became human features as they were not natural parts of the 
world.  
When looking at where they would lived – look at pictures of the land – rivers, hills, mountains, caves – naming 
physical features and identifying where they may have chosen to live there and why.  

Historical focus but pull out relevant geographical language linked to human and physical features.  
Make it clear that if the humans were living in a cave then they were living in a physical feature of the world but when they started making 
their own buildings these became human features as they were not natural parts of the world. 
When looking at where they would lived – look at pictures of the land – rivers, hills, mountains, caves – naming physical features and 
identifying where they may have chosen to live there and why. 

 

D&T 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 

Technique:  
 
Outcome:  
 

LO: To investigate 
and analyse a 
range of existing 
products.  
 
What is a tool? 
Look at lots of 
different modern 
day tools. (Think 
about safety)  
Group tools by how 
they are used.  

LO: To investigate 
and analyse a 
range of existing 
products.  
 
Look at Stone age 
inventions and 
tools.  
How were they 
made? What 
materials did they 
use? What did they 
need tools for? 

LO: To generate, 
develop, model 
and communicate 
their ideas 
through 
discussion, 
annotated 
sketches, cross-
sectional and 
exploded 
diagrams, 
prototypes and 
pattern pieces.   

LO: To select from 
a small range of 
tools and 
equipment to 
perform practical 
tasks [ cutting, 
shaping, joining, 
finishing]  
Make own Stone 
Age tool, following 
design  
 

LO: To investigate 
and analyse a 
range of existing 
products.  
Look at Bronze Age 
inventions and 
tools.  
How were they 
made? What 
materials did they 
use? What did they 
need tools for? 

LO: To evaluate 
the effectiveness 
of my product.   
Design own tool to 
make inspired by 
Stone Age – need 
to think through 
practically (what is it 
realistically possible 
to make? 
 

LO: To select from 
a wider range of 
tools and 
equipment to 
perform practical 
tasks [ cutting, 
shaping, joining, 
finishing]  
Make a second 
draft of a tool.  
 

LO: To investigate 
and analyse a 
range of existing 
products.  
Look at Iron Age 
tools.  
How were they 
made? What 
materials did they 
use? What did they 
need tools for? 
Compare – how are 
they different to 

LO: To evaluate 
the effectiveness 
of my product.   
Design third attempt 
at tool.  
 
Look at first 2, How 
did you make  your 
second tool better 
than your first? How 
could you improve it 
further? What 
resources and tools 

LO: To select from 
and use a wider 
range of materials 
and components 
including textiles 
according to their 
functional 
properties and 
aesthetic qualities.  
Children make a 
third tool improving 
on the last two.  
 

LO: To evaluate 
the effectiveness 
of my product.   
Evaluating the 
products.  
 
Notice 
improvements 
 – improved 
resources 
- improved 
technique 

 

 



 
Look at images of 
tools from the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age. What 
tools are they? 
When were they 
used? How were 
they made? 
If you were to make 
a tool that we don’t 
currently have what 
would it be and 
what would it do? – 
Complete an 
invention sheet.  

 
Choose a tool and 
draw.  

Design own tool to 
make inspired by 
Stone Age – need 
to think through 
practically (what is it 
realistically possible 
to make?) 
 
 
Use each age as a 
draft of the same 
tool.  
Won’t be made out 
of Stone etc… But 
will be evaluated 
and improved, 
looking at how in 
each Age 
improvements were 
made.  

Chn have limited 
resources to make. 
 
- Junk modelling  
- tape   

Compare – how are 
they different to 
those from the 
Stone Age? 
Choose a tool and 
draw. 

Look at your 
designs from Stone 
age period.  
How can you 
improve the tool 
that you made? 
That was your first 
prototype. What 
materials do you 
need that you didn’t 
have before? 
Evaluate Stone Age 
tool and plan 
improvements.  

Using slightly 
different resources 
and techniques.  
 
Chn have more 
resources than last 
time to make.  
- Junk modelling 
- cardboard 
- glue 
- tape 
- paper 

those from the 
Stone Age? 
Choose a tool and 
draw. 

do you need to 
make these 
improvements?  
Design a third tool 
taking on board 
your evaluations of 
the last two.  

Chn have many 
more resources 
than the first 2 
times.  
- Junk modelling 
- cardboard 
- glue 
- tape 

paper 
- sticks/ wooden 

rods 
- paper clips 
- butterfly clips 
- Fabric  

Make direct 
comparisons to how 
Iron Age tools were 
significantly better 
than Stone Age 
tools – why was 
this?  

 


